On the persistence of the radioprotective effect of chlorophyllin (CHLN) in somatic cells of Drosophila.
By delaying the time of gamma irradiation of 72 h larvae, pretreated at 48 h with 5% chlorophyllin (CHLN), it was established that the overall inhibiting effect of CHLN in somatic cells of Drosophila, as measured in the wing spot test, persists for about 4 days or until the time of cessation of the proliferation of wing anlagen. In the same population of cells, some spot classes gave evidence of an inhibitory effect whereas others did not arguing against the suggestion that the radioprotective effect of CHLN is a consequence of an induced delay in development, shrinking of the potential radiation target and lowering the probability of induced events. Other observations of interest are described.